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The Constitution of the Iroquois Nations
1. I am Dekanawidah and with the Five Nations' Confederate Lords I plant the Tree of
Great Peace. I plant it in your territory, Adodarhoh, and the Onondaga Nation, in the
territory of you who are Firekeepers.
I name the tree the Tree of the Great Long Leaves. Under the shade of this Tree of the
Great Peace we spread the soft white feathery down of the globe thistle as seats for you,
Adodarhoh, and your cousin Lords.
We place you upon those seats, spread soft with the feathery down of the globe
thistle, there beneath the shade of the spreading branches of the Tree of Peace. There
shall you sit and watch the Council Fire of the Confederacy of the Five Nations, and all
the affairs of the Five Nations shall be transacted at this place before you, Adodarhoh,
and your cousin Lords, by the Confederate Lords of the Five Nations.
3. To you Adodarhoh, the Onondaga cousin Lords, I and the other Confederate Lords
have entrusted the caretaking and the watching of the Five Nations Council Fire.
When there is any business to be transacted and the Confederate Council is not in
session, a messenger shall be dispatched either to Adodarhoh, Hononwirehtonh or
Skanawatih, Fire Keepers, or to their War Chiefs with a full statement of the case desired
to be considered. Then shall Adodarhoh call his cousin (associate) Lords together and
consider whether or not the case is of sufficient importance to demand the attention of the
Confederate Council. If so, Adodarhoh shall dispatch messengers to summon all the
Confederate Lords to assemble beneath the Tree of the Long Leaves.
When the Lords are assembled the Council Fire shall be kindled, but not with
chestnut wood, and Adodarhoh shall formally open the Council.note
Then shall Adodarhoh and his cousin Lords, the Fire Keepers, announce the subject
for discussion.
The Smoke of the Confederate Council Fire shall ever ascend and pierce the sky so
that other nations who may be allies may see the Council Fire of the Great Peace.
Adodarhoh and his cousin Lords are entrusted with the Keeping of the Council Fire.
4. You, Adodarhoh, and your thirteen cousin Lords, shall faithfully keep the space
about the Council Fire clean and you shall allow neither dust nor dirt to accumulate. I lay
a Long Wing before you as a broom. As a weapon against a crawling creature I lay a staff
with you so that you may thrust it away from the Council Fire. If you fail to cast it out
then call the rest of the United Lords to your aid.
5. Iroquois Warrior The Council of the Mohawk shall be divided into three parties as
follows: Tekarihoken, Ayonhwhathah and Shadekariwade are the first party;
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Sharenhowaneh, Deyoenhegwenh and Oghrenghrehgowah are the second party, and
Dehennakrineh, Aghstawenserenthah and Shoskoharowaneh are the third party. The third
party is to listen only to the discussion of the first and second parties and if an error is
made or the proceeding is irregular they are to call attention to it, and when the case is
right and properly decided by the two parties they shall confirm the decision of the two
parties and refer the case to the Seneca Lords for their decision. When the Seneca Lords
have decided in accord with the Mohawk Lords, the case or question shall be referred to
the Cayuga and Oneida Lords on the opposite side of the house.
6. I, Dekanawidah, appoint the Mohawk Lords the heads and the leaders of the Five
Nations Confederacy. The Mohawk Lords are the foundation of the Great Peace and it
shall, therefore, be against the Great Binding Law to pass measures in the Confederate
Council after the Mohawk Lords have protested against them.
No council of the Confederate Lords shall be legal unless all the Mohawk Lords are
present.
Whenever the Confederate Lords shall assemble for the purpose of holding a council,
the Onondaga Lords shall open it by expressing their gratitude to their cousin Lords and
greeting them, and they shall make an address and offer thanks to the earth where men
dwell, to the streams of water, the pools, the springs and the lakes, to the maize and the
fruits, to the medicinal herbs and trees, to the forest trees for their usefulness, to the
animals that serve as food and give their pelts for clothing, to the great winds and the
lesser winds, to the Thunderers, to the Sun, the mighty warrior, to the moon, to the
messengers of the Creator who reveal his wishes and to the Great Creator who dwells in
the heavens above, who gives all the things useful to men, and who is the source and the
ruler of health and life.
Then shall the Onondaga Lords declare the council open. The council shall not sit
after darkness has set in.
7. The Firekeepers shall formally open and close all councils of the Confederate Lords,
and they shall pass upon all matters deliberated upon by the two sides and render their
decision.
8. Every Onondaga Lord (or his deputy) must be present at every Confederate Council
and must agree with the majority without unwarrantable dissent, so that a unanimous
decision may be rendered.
9. If Adodarhoh or any of his cousin Lords are absent from a Confederate Council, any
other Firekeeper may open and close the Council, but the Firekeepers present may not
give any decisions, unless the matter is of small importance.
10. All the business of the Five Nations Confederate Council shall be conducted by the
two combined bodies of Confederate Lords. First the question shall be passed upon by
the Mohawk and Seneca Lords, then it shall be discussed and passed by the Oneida and
Cayuga Lords. Their decisions shall then be referred to the Onondaga Lords, (Fire
Keepers) for final judgement.

3

The same process shall obtain when a question is brought before the council by an
individual or a War Chief.
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11. In all cases the procedure must be as follows: when the Mohawk and Seneca Lords
have unanimously agreed upon a question, they shall report their decision to the Cayuga
and Oneida Lords who shall deliberate upon the question and report a unanimous
decision to the Mohawk Lords. The Mohawk Lords will then report the standing of the
case to the Firekeepers, who shall render a decision as they see fit in case of a
disagreement by the two bodies, or confirm the decisions of the two bodies if they are
identical. The Fire Keepers shall then report their decision to the Mohawk Lords who
shall announce it to the open council.
12. If through any misunderstanding or obstinacy on the part of the Fire Keepers, they
render a decision at variance with that of the Two Sides, the Two Sides shall reconsider
the matter and if their decisions are jointly the same as before they shall report to the Fire
Keepers who are then compelled to confirm their joint decision.
13. When a case comes before the Onondaga Lords (Fire Keepers) for discussion and
decsion, Adodarho shall introduce the matter to his comrade Lords who shall then discuss
it in their two bodies. Every Onondaga Lord except Hononwiretonh shall deliberate and
he shall listen only. When a unanimous decision shall have been reached by the two
bodies of Fire Keepers, Adodarho shall notify Hononwiretonh of the fact when he shall
confirm it. He shall refuse to confirm a decision if it is not unanimously agreed upon by
both sides of the Fire Keepers.
15. No Lord shall ask a question of the body of Confederate Lords when they are
discussing a case, question or proposition. He may only deliberate in a low tone with the
separate body of which he is a member.
16. When the Council of the Five Nation Lords shall convene they shall appoint a
speaker for the day. He shall be a Lord of either the Mohawk, Onondaga or Seneca
Nation.
The next day the Council shall appoint another speaker, but the first speaker may be
reappointed if there is no objection, but a speaker's term shall not be regarded more than
for the day.
17. No individual or foreign nation interested in a case, question or proposition shall
have any voice in the Confederate Council except to answer a question put to him or
them by the speaker for the Lords.
18. If the conditions which shall arise at any future time call for an addition to or change
of this law, the case shall be carefully considered and if a new beam seems necessary or
beneficial, the proposed change shall be voted upon and if adopted it shall be called,
"Added to the Rafters".
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Rights, Duties and Qualifications of Lords
19. A bunch of a certain number of shell (wampum) strings each two spans in length
shall be given to each of the female families in which the Lordship titles are vested. The
right of bestowing the title shall be hereditary in the family of the females legally
possessing the bunch of shell strings and the strings shall be the token that the females of
the family have the proprietary right to the Lordship title for all time to come, subject to
certain restrictions hereinafter mentioned.
20. If any Confederate Lord neglects or refuses to attend the Confederate Council, the
other Lords of the Nation of which he is a member shall require their War Chief to
request the female sponsors of the Lord so guilty of defection to demand his attendance
of the Council. If he refuses, the women holding the title shall immediately select another
candidate for the title.
No Lord shall be asked more than once to attend the Confederate Council.
23. Certain physical defects in a Confederate Lord make him ineligible to sit in the
Confederate Council. Such defects are infancy, idiocy, blindness, deafness, dumbness
and impotency. When a Confederate Lord is restricted by any of these condition, a deputy
shall be appointed by his sponsors to act for him, but in case of extreme necessity the
restricted Lord may exercise his rights.
24. If a Confederate Lord desires to resign his title he shall notify the Lords of the
Nation of which he is a member of his intention. If his coactive Lords refuse to accept his
resignation he may not resign his title.
A Lord in proposing to resign may recommend any proper candidate which
recommendation shall be received by the Lords, but unless confirmed and nominated by
the women who hold the title the candidate so named shall not be considered.
25. Any Lord of the Five Nations Confederacy may construct shell strings (or wampum
belts) of any size or length as pledges or records of matters of national or international
importance.
When it is necessary to dispatch a shell string by a War Chief or other messenger as
the token of a summons, the messenger shall recite the contents of the string to the party
to whom it is sent. That party shall repeat the message and return the shell string and if
there has been a sumons he shall make ready for the journey.
Any of the people of the Five Nations may use shells (or wampum) as the record of a
pledge, contract or an agreement entered into and the same shall be binding as soon as
shell strings shall have been exchanged by both parties.
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26. The Lords of the Confederacy of the Five Nations shall be mentors of the people for
all time. The thickness of their skin shall be seven spans -- which is to say that they shall
be proof against anger, offensive actions and criticism. Their hearts shall be full of peace
and good will and their minds filled with a yearning for the welfare of the people of the
Confederacy. With endless patience they shall carry out their duty and their firmness
shall be tempered with a tenderness for their people. Neither anger nor fury shall find
lodgement in their minds and all their words and actions shall be marked by calm
deliberation.
27. If a Lord of the Confederacy should seek to establish any authority independent of
the jurisdiction of the Confederacy of the Great Peace, which is the Five Nations, he shall
be warned three times in open council, first by the women relatives, second by the men
relatives and finally by the Lords of the Confederacy of the Nation to which he belongs.
If the offending Lord is still obdurate he shall be dismissed by the War Chief of his
nation for refusing to conform to the laws of the Great Peace. His nation shall then install
the candidate nominated by the female name holders of his family.
29. All Lords of the Five Nations Confederacy must be honest in all things. They must
not idle or gossip, but be men possessing those honorable qualities that make true
royaneh. It shall be a serious wrong for anyone to lead a Lord into trivial affairs, for the
people must ever hold their Lords high in estimation out of respect to their honorable
positions.
30. When a candidate Lord is to be installed he shall furnish four strings of shells (or
wampum) one span in length bound together at one end. Such will constitute the evidence
of his pledge to the Confederate Lords that he will live according to the constitution of
the Great Peace and exercise justice in all affairs.
When the pledge is furnished the Speaker of the Council must hold the shell strings in
his hand and address the opposite side of the Council Fire and he shall commence his
address saying:
"Now behold him. He has now become a Confederate Lord. See how splendid he
looks."
An address may then follow. At the end of it he shall send the bunch of shell strings
to the oposite side and they shall be received as evidence of the pledge. Then shall the
opposite side say:
"We now do crown you with the sacred emblem of the deer's antlers, the emblem
of your Lordship. You shall now become a mentor of the people of the Five Nations. The
thickness of your skin shall be seven spans -- which is to say that you shall be proof
against anger, offensive actions and criticism. Your heart shall be filled with peace and
good will and your mind filled with a yearning for the welfare of the people of the
Confederacy. With endless patience you shall carry out your duty and your firmness shall
be tempered with tenderness for your people. Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgement
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in your mind and all your words and actions shall be marked with calm deliberation. In
all of your deliberations in the Confederate Council, in your efforts at law making, in all
your official acts, self interest shall be cast into oblivion. Cast not over your shoulder
behind you the warnings of the nephews and nieces should they chide you for any error
or wrong you may do, but return to the way of the Great Law which is just and right.
Look and listen for the welfare of the whole people and have always in view not only the
present but also the coming generations, even those whose faces are yet beneath the
surface of the ground -- the unborn of the future Nation."
Names, Duties and Rights of War Chiefs
# The title names of the Chief Confederate Lords' War Chiefs shall be:
Ayonwaehs, War Chief under Lord Takarihoken (Mohawk)
Kahonwahdironh, War Chief under Lord Odatshedeh (Oneida)
Ayendes, War Chief under Lord Adodarhoh (Onondaga)
Wenenhs, War Chief under Lord Dekaenyonh (Cayuga)
Shoneradowaneh, War Chief under Lord Skanyadariyo (Seneca)
The women heirs of each head Lord's title shall be the heirs of the War Chief's title of
their respective Lord.
The War Chiefs shall be selected from the eligible sons of the female families holding the
head Lordship titles.
# There shall be one War Chief for each Nation and their duties shall be to carry
messages for their Lords and to take up the arms of war in case of emergency. They shall
not participate in the proceedings of the Confederate Council but shall watch its progress
and in case of an erroneous action by a Lord they shall receive the complaints of the
people and convey the warnings of the women to him. The people who wish to convey
messages to the Lords in the Confederate Council shall do so through the War Chief of
their Nation. It shall ever be his duty to lay the cases, questions and propositions of the
people before the Confederate Council.
# When a War Chief dies another shall be installed by the same rite as that by which a
Lord is installed.
# If a War Chief acts contrary to instructions or against the provisions of the Laws of the
Great Peace, doing so in the capacity of his office, he shall be deposed by his women
relatives and by his men relatives. Either the women or the men alone or jointly may act
in such a case. The women title holders shall then choose another candidate.
# When the Lords of the Confederacy take occasion to dispatch a messenger in behalf of
the Confederate Council, they shall wrap up any matter they may send and instruct the
messenger to remember his errand, to turn not aside but to proceed faithfully to his
destination and deliver his message according to every instruction.
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# If a message borne by a runner is the warning of an invasion he shall whoop, "Kwa-ah,
Kwa-ah," twice and repeat at short intervals; then again at a longer interval.
If a human being is found dead, the finder shall not touch the body but return home
immediately shouting at short intervals, "Koo-weh!"
Clans and Consanguinity
# Among the Five Nations and their posterity there shall be the following original clans:
Great Name Bearer, Ancient Name Bearer, Great Bear, Ancient Bear, Turtle, Painted
Turtle, Standing Rock, Large Plover, Deer, Pigeon Hawk, Eel, Ball, Opposite-Side-ofthe-Hand, and Wild Potatoes. These clans distributed through their respective Nations,
shall be the sole owners and holders of the soil of the country and in them is it vested as a
birthright.
# People of the Five Nations members of a certain clan shall recognize every other
member of that clan, irrespective of the Nation, as relatives. Men and women, therefore,
members of the same clan are forbidden to marry.
# Iroquois girl The lineal descent of the people of the Five Nations shall run in the female
line. Women shall be considered the progenitors of the Nation. They shall own the land
and the soil. Men and women shall follow the status of the mother.
# The women heirs of the Confederated Lordship titles shall be called Royaneh (Noble)
for all time to come.
# The women of the Forty Eight (now fifty) Royaneh families shall be the heirs of the
Authorized Names for all time to come.

