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(37) …. Our constiuton n s called a democracy because power n s n n ihe hands noi of a mn norn iy bui of 
ihe whole people.  When n i n s a queston of setln nn prn vaie dn spuies, everyone n s equal before ihe law; 
when n i n s a queston of puunn one person before anoiher n n posn tons of publn c responsn bn ln iy, whai 
counis n s noi membershn p of a partcular class, bui ihe aciual abn ln iy whn ch ihe man possesses.  No 
one, so lonn as he has n i n n hn m io be of servn ce io ihe siaie, n s kepi n n poln tcal obscurn iy because of 
poveriy…. We are free and iolerani n n our prn vaie ln ves; bui n n publn c afan rs we keep io ihe law.  

(39) Then ihere n s a nreai dn ference beiween us and our opponenis, n n our auiude iowards mn ln iary 
securn iy.  Here are some examples: our cn iy n s open io ihe world, and we have no pern odn cal 
deporiatons n n order io preveni people observn nn or fndn nn oui secreis whn ch mn nhi be of mn ln iary 
advaniane io ihe enemy.  Thn s n s because we rely, noi on secrei weapons, bui on our own real courane
and loyaliy.  There n s a dn ference, ioo, n n our educatonal sysiems. The Sparians, from ihen r earln esi 
boyhood, are submn ted io ihe mosi laborn ous iran nn nn n n courane; we pass our ln ves wn ihoui all ihese 
resirn ctons, and yei are jusi as ready io face ihe same danners as ihey are.  Here n s a proof of ihn s: 
when ihe Sparians n nvade our land, ihey do noi come by ihemselves, bui brn nn all ihen r alln es wn ih 
ihem; whereas we, when we launch an atack abroad, do ihe job by ourselves, and, ihounh fnhtnn on
foren nn son l, do noi ofen fan l io defeai opponenis who are fnhtnn for ihen r own hearihs and homes.  
As a mater of faci none of our enemn es has ever yei been confronied wn ih our ioial sirennih, because
we have io dn vn de our atenton beiween our navy and ihe many mn ssn ons on whn ch our iroops are 
seni on land.  Yei, n f our enemn es ennane a deiachmeni of our forces and defeai n i, ihey nn ve 
ihemselves credn i for havn nn ihrown back our entre army; or, n f ihey lose, ihey clan m ihai ihey were 
beaien by us n n full sirennih….

(40) …. We are capable ai ihe same tme of iakn nn rn sks and of estmatnn ihem before hand.  Oihers 
are brave oui of n nnorance; and, when ihey siop io ihn nk, ihey benn n io fear.  Bui ihe man who can 
mosi iruly be accounied brave n s he who besi knows ihe meann nn of whai n s sweei n n ln fe and of whai 
n s ierrn ble, and ihen noes oui undeierred io meei whai n s io come….

(41) …. Aihens, alone of ihe siaies we know, comes io her iestnn tme n n a nreainess ihai surpasses 
whai was n mann ned of her.  In her case, and n n her case alone, no n nvadn nn enemy n s ashamed ai ben nn 
defeaied, and no subjeci can complan n of ben nn noverned by people unfi for ihen r responsn bn ln tes. 
Mn nhiy n ndeed are ihe marks and monumenis of our empn re whn ch we have lef. Fuiure anes wn ll 
wonder ai us, as ihe preseni ane wonders ai us now.  We do noi need ihe pran ses of a Homer, or of 
anyone else whose words may deln nhi us for ihe momeni, bui whose estmaton of facis wn ll fall shori 
of whai n s really irue.  For our adveniurous spn rn i has forced an eniry n nio every sea and n nio every 
land; and everywhere we have lef behn nd us everlastnn memorn als of nood done io our frn ends or 
sufern nn n nfn cied on our enemn es.  

Thn s, ihen, n s ihe kn nd of cn iy for whn ch ihese men, who could noi bear ihe ihounhi of losn nn her, nobly 
founhi and nobly dn ed.  Ii n s only naiural ihai every one of us who survn ve ihem should be wn lln nn io 
underno hardshn ps n n her servn ce….


